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Volunteer Work
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and their families who are suffering from congenital
heartdefects. Dr, Teodori, who has been involved with
the group for 20 years, has performed Surgeries, at
no charge, for more than 60 underprfvi{eged children
with congenital heart diseases, both in Arizona and
Ethiopia. Many of these missions were sponsored by
the charity group known as Healingthe Children-Az.
Director of pediatric and adult congenital heart
Surgery at University Medical Center, Dr. Teodori orga-
nized the recent trip to Addis Ababa, enlisting help
from other physicians and medical sy pport staff, as
well as procuring medical devices, medicines and
equipment. In addition to Dr. Barber, the local team
included Dr. Teodori's wife, Dr. Janet Teodori (child
neurologist at UMC), as well as Dr. Goholem Felema
(anesthesia resident at UMC), Dr. Ballal Joseph (acute
Care surgery at UMC) and Whitney Elton and Kim
Liston, critical care nurses in pediatric intensive care
atDiamond Children’s at umMmc.
Gina Guglielmo, executive director of Gift of Life-
Arizona says that “our Program simply wouldn’t be the
sameif not for the tireless and never-ending su pport
we've been blessed to receive from Dr. Teodori.”
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k& It was an honor for me to work
with a fantastic and dedicated
team from the UA. This trip,
while emotionally and physi-
cally exhausting, was ultimately
inspiring and reminded me of .
why | decided to hecome a physi-
cian. Itwas a privilege to care
for the children and families

in Addis Ababa and a tremen-
dous learning experience col- )
laborating with the physicians in

Ethiopia. | hope to return! 79
—Dr. Brent Barber
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k4| feel blessed to be able to do this work ... any-
where. Isn’t it amazing that we can stop the heart,
fix it and then it starts again! When Gift of Life-AZ
or Healing the Children bring kids here to Arizona
we are helping one child. When we travel overseas
we are helping other countries learn how to do this
type of care themselves. 77

—Dr. Michael Teodori
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